
President’s Message

 Good old Mother Nature was playing a joke with a light winter till now. It was nice to know that 
my membership to the Mother Nature gym didnÕt expire. I sit here a little sore from snow and slush 
removal writing my little note to you. This is the month that a few things wind up such as the Tying 
Classes and the Tying Guild. ItÕs a month that I am busy with shows and tying demoÕs representing the 
club along with other members. It was great seeing some of the club members that came to Goldstocks 
for Cabin Fever Days to support us and to chat.

  The North East Great Outdoor Show is coming up next on March 19th to March 21st at the Egg 
in Albany. Then, the American Museum of Fly Fishing in Manchester, Vermont, will be holding a day of 
tying and other demonstrations on March 27th.

 Now itÕs time to ask for help. We will be looking for volunteers for The Saratoga County Fair; 
Take a Vet Fishing, on the water meetings, Casting Clinic and much more.  We are still looking for floor 
walkers for the tying class, if youÕre interested please contact me. Signup sheets for the different events 
will be at the meeting. We cannot do it all ourselves, many hands make light work they say. As a club of  
members we are looking for suggestions for what you want to see or hear about at our meetings or a 
project you might want to get involved in, so let us know.

            To the tiers of the club, we need flies for Casting for Recovery, and the Outdoor Show raffle, 
remember that if you tie for the clubs meeting you get 1 ticket for every fly you tie.

See you at the meeting Wednesday March 17th.

Paul Sinicki
President

March Meeting
VFW Post 8692, March 17th

140 VFW Drive (off New Karner Road)

Guest Speaker: Mark Peterson, Fisheries Biology

Streamside Biology presented by a student from SUNY Cobleskill

Guest Tyer: Richard Atkinson
Foam Cricket, Hopper, and Beetle

Fly of the Month: Terrestrials

CDFF Backlash - March 2010

BACKLASH
Capital District Fly Fishers

www.cdflyfishers.org
Conserving – Restoring – Educating

Through Fly Fishing

March 2010

http://www.cdflyfishers.org
http://www.cdflyfishers.org


Don’t forget to check out your Webpage!
The new Calendar has Monthly and E-Board Meetings, as well as other events scheduled for 
your convenience.

You can find posters and registration info for upcoming programs, like the Fly Tying Classes 
and Casting Clinic.  Let people know weÕre here, they might come out...

Memberships are always accepted!!! - Know anyone who might be interested in what we 
offer?  DonÕt keep us a secret!  Look on the web page for the Membership Application, or just 
click here -http://www.cdflyfishers.org/files/membershipapplication.pdf.

Don’t forget, folks - your memberships have expired, unless you renewed.  Look for a 
renewal form on the website.

Turn In Polluters and Poachers - Report environmental crimes to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation24 hour dispatch at 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332) or by 

e-mail to R5dsptch@gw.dec.state.ny.us
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CDFF OFFICERS ~ 2010

President…..Paul Sinicki…...........885-8257
Flyfloat@nycap.rr.com

Vice Pres.....John J Prokorym.......869-7563
jjpflytyer@yahoo.com

Secretary…....Eric Kroth…………..439-8973
ekroth@nycap.rr.com

Treasurer….....Rod Priddle...........664-3509
RPriddle@nycap.rr.com

Education Dir.….Lou Bruno………237-4636
                 loubruno@nycap.rr.com

Gillie…............Bill Roberts……….237-2176
bilgail@yahoo.com

Editor………..Eric Kroth…………..439-8973
ekroth@nycap.rr.com

Membership......vacant

Visit our Web Page at:
http://www.cdflyfishers.org

CDFF Conservationist

Battenkill Watershed
     John Prokorym  869-7563       
 jjpflytyer@yahoo.com

West Canada & Brascan Power Group
     John McCauley Jr.  273-6967
 fiannacon@aol.com

Kayaderosseras 
     Ralph Karcher   883-8004
 ralphk@citlink.net

Federation of Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 1688, 
Livingston, MT 59047 

phone: (406) 222-9369
fax: (406) 222-5823

Click here to
go to the FFF Web Page
Click here to Email FFF.
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Always looking for...
Guest Fly Tyer - Care to show us your stuff at an upcoming meeting?  Got a new variaiton to 
an exising pattern?  You could be a Featured Fly Tyer at a Monthly Meeting.
On the Water Meetings - ItÕs getting on that time, again.  Got a good meeting place that you 
are willing to share?  Let the Board know; weÕd love to hear of new fishing spots in the area.

Northeast Great Outdoors Show - 
March 19-21

Empire State Plaza

HereÕs where we put our best feet forward, folks.  By 
now you all know the drill - we need volunteers for set-
up on Friday, tear-down on Sunday, and everything in 
between: casting demonstration, fly tying demos, 
helping kids (and big kids) tie their first fly, and generally 
working the crowd.  Oh yeah, thereÕs also a raffle, so we 
need people to sell tickets.

The Raffle:  The highlight of this yearÕs raffle will be a custom built fly rod with loaded reel.  
The rod is a 9-foot four piece 6-weight and the set will come with a case.  Tickets will be $2 
apiece or three for $5.

IMPORTANT!!! - Volunteers must give their names to Paul and/or Rodney.  This is so you 
can get inside the gate without being charged admission.

Coming Events -

Executive Board Meeting - The next E-Board meeting will be April 5th (Monday) at the 76 
Diner, Rt. 9 Latham.  Help steer the club.

Fly Tyer’s Guild - Last Call!!!  We meet Tuesday evenings through the end of March.  Start 
times are 6:30pm.  Again this year, we meet at the Rudy A. Cicotti Center, on Aviation Drive in 
Colonie.

Fly Tying Class - They finish up this month, meeting at 7:00 pm at the Clifton Park & 
Halfmoon Ambulance Corps, 15 Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park.  The roster of instructors has 
come together, but we can always use floor walkers to help out where needed. See Paul or 
Rodney for more info.  Final Exam - April 1st

Casting Clinic - May 15th at the Ciccoti Center.  We always need helpers to show someone 
how to use the Òlong stickÓ.  DonÕt worry - you know more than they do, and you might realize 
something about your own casting.
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Don’t Forget Promotion -

 Some folks have been working on ways for the club and its members to be a bit more 
visible.  To that end, Rodney Priddle has done a lot of leg work on a couple of ways to promote 
the club.

1) Business Cards - Easy to pass out to folks who might be interested in learning more about 
the club and what we do.

2) DonÕt forget about the embroidered shirts...
¥ They will embroider the CDFF logo on the front of the shirt (the same one used on our 

hats).
¥ They will embroider the words Capital District Fly Fishers on the back of the shirt.
¥ They can add your Þrst name over the opposite pocket on the front of the shirt if desired.
¥ The cost is $16.00 for the Þrst 2 items, and $6.00 additional for the name.! Rod will act as 

the go-between with the embroidery co.
¥ Contact Rodney @ 664-3509 or rpriddle@nycap.rr.com

 

Raffles, Raffles, Raffles!!!

Marla Blair Guide Trip Raffle
We are holding a raffle for a guided trip with Marla Blair.  The trip will be a one-day outing on 
the Farmington River in Connecticut, including breakfast and lunch.  Marla will provide leaders 
and flies; the angler is responsible for obtaining a CT Fishing License.  Tickets will be $5 a 
piece or 5 for $20; the drawing will be April 1st.

Casting For Recovery Raffle!
 Our friends at Casting for Recovery are raising support by raffling off a kayak.  One 
thing though - itÕs pink...  ThatÕs okay - the fish see it in silohuette, anyway.  Tickets are $5 
apiece, or 5 for $20.  Support for a good cause!  N.B. - The drawing will be held in August.
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Another Rod Raffle from Tom White

 Rod builder and restorer Tom White has 
generously donated another rod to the club.  The rod is a 
7 foot - 2-piece Sevier 3/4-weight.  Tickets are available 
at meetings - $2 per ticket, or 3 for $5.  The winning 
ticket will be drawn at the April Meeting.
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Fly Tyer’s Corner - Ronald A. Dingman

 Ath the annual ÒCabin FeverÓ Fly Tying Expo at GoldstockÕs Sporting Goods, I really 
enjoyed discussing with some of the guys the Salmon River, and hair-wing Atlantic Salmon, 
Spey, and Dee style flies for steelhead.

 In the Õ70Õs, I lived in Central NY, mostly in Syracuse and Skaneateles, and spent fifty or 
more days a year fishing the Salmon River and the Lake Ontario tributaries of Oswego, 
Cayuga, Wayne, and Jefferson counties.  In those days, we were just beginning to 
learnnoodle-rod techniques (anyone remember the late, great Dick Swan?) and how to adapt 
Atlantic Salmon and West Coast steelhead fly fising methods and flies to New York waters.  
Snagging for salmon and egg sacks for steelhead were the prevalent methods, but some of us 
were dedicated tolearning how to catch the salmonids using (more or less) traditional fly fishing 
tackle, techniques and flies.

 Periodically, I will pass on to you some of my own patterns from the Õ70Õs.  Give them a 
try, and tell me what you think!  The first pattern that I will impart to you is tied in the traditional 
Atlantic Salmon hairwing style, and has two versions.  It dates from about 1971, and is called 
the Purple Squirrel.

Purple Squirrel - v.I

Hook - Mustad 36890 (or any true Salmon), #2-10
Thread - Black or purple, 6/0 or 3/0

Tag - Oval (or flat) gold tinsel
Tail - Golden pheasant crest (or yellow hackle fibers)

Butt - Peacock herl
Rib - Oval gold tinsel

Body - Bright purple dubbing - Seal fur substitute, or rabbit or squirrel w/antron
Wing - Gray squirrel tail, dyed purple, unstacked
Hackle - Grizzly, as collar - 2-3 turns, tied back

Purple Squirrel - v.II
Same as above, except:

Wing - Gray squirrel tail, natural
Hackle - Grizzly, dyed purple

Note - body maybe tied with weight under the body,or in the low-water style.

 I have found both versions to be effectibe on those dim gray days so prevalent in 
Central New York.

Free Fishing Days - A quick look around at the area
New York - June 26 & 27

Vermont - June 12
Pennsylvania - May 22 & June 6
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More Coming Events - 

Take a Vet Fishing - WeÕve got a couple of dates set up:
• June 16th
• July 8th
¥ August 11th (as a back-up date)
 Note - Your help is needed for the Take a Vet days.  Please bring as much spinning 
gear as you can - open-face or Zebco, doesnÕt matter - just bring stuff for the Vets to use.

On the Water Meetings - A few dates have been put onto the calendar for these, too.
¥ June 26 - (Saturday) Hudson River at Nolan Rd.
¥ July 14 - (Wednesday) Schoharie Creek in Esperance
¥ August 18 - (Wednesday) Cohoes Falls
¥ September 22 - (Wednesday, 1 week after the meeting) Cohoes Falls
For more info, Contact Paul or Rodney.

Wanted - Your Old Rods!!!
 Send us your tired, your old... rods, that is.  Rodney and Paul are loking for your old 
rods to donate to Casting For Recovery.  Damage or other wear will be repaired as best as 
possible, to make useable fishing tools.  More questions - Get ahold of Rodney or Paul.

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 3
By Pat Damico – Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club Newsletter

The second Essential to cast effectively is dealing with Slack. Slack line should be kept to an absolute 
minimum. Many casting coaches feel this is one of the most important Essentials. When learning to cast, 
or while practicing, use only your casting hand and pin the fly line to the cork grip with your fingers. If 
the line should slip while casting, your cast will usually collapse because of slack. Lefty says that the 

cast begins when the fly starts to move. Having your fly rod tip down close to the water will allow this 
to happen and will correct many casting errors. Keep line and rod in a straight line. Most people start 
their cast with the rod tip elevated building slack into the start of a cast and making a good backcast 

difficult. Other causes of slack are: movement of the fly line by outside forces such as the wind or water, 
rough, jerky application of power, and poor timing between the backward and forward cast. Placing your 
casting side foot a little rearward will allow you to watch your backcast. Make sure you can control and 
minimize slack before introducing the use of your line hand otherwise you will compound the problem.
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Upcoming Events Calendar…
Mar 9, 2010 Fly TyerÕs Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 10
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Terrestrials

Mar 16, 2010 Fly TyerÕs Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 17
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
Stream Biology from Cobleskill College
Fly Tyer - Richard Atkinson

Mar 20, 2010 Clearwater TU Flea Market
March 19-21 Northeast Great Outdoors Show - Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY

Come out and support the Club - Tie a fly, help someone else do one!
Mar 23, 2010 Fly TyerÕs Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 24
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Deer Hair Spinning

Mar 27, 2010 Fly Tying Event, American Museum of Fly Fishing, Manchester, VT
Mar 30, 2010 Fly TyerÕs Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie - LAST CALL FOR 2010
April 1, 2010
Thursday

Opening Day - Trout
Also April FoolÕs - coincidence?!?

April 21
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
Stream Safety with Tom Passarelli
Fly Tyer - TBA

May 15, 2010 Casting Clinic, Cicotti Ctr. Colonie - Come help other folks learn how to 
cast.  Youth class in the morning.

May 19
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
How to Filet a fish - Gary Hill
Fly Tyer - TBA

May 22, 2010 Free Fishing Day - Pennsylvania
Jun 6, 2010 Free Fishing Day - Pennsylvania
Jun 12, 2010 Free Fishing Day - Vermont
Jun 16, 2010 5:00 PMTake a Vet Fishing - Six Mile Water Works
Jun 26, 2010 (Saturday) On the Water Meeting - Hudson River at Nolan Rd
June 26 & 27 Free Fishing Days - New York
Jul 8, 2010 5:00 AMTake a Vet Fishing - Six Mile Water Works
Jul 14, 2010 (Wednesday) On the Water Meeting - Schoharie Creek, Esperance
Aug 11, 2010 Take a Vet Fishing - Six Mile Water Works (Backup Date)
Aug 18, 2010 (Wednesday) On the Water Meeting - Cohoes Falls
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March Meeting
VFW Post 8692, March 17th

140 VFW Drive (off New Karner Road)

Mark Peterson, Fisheries Biology
Streamside Biology from SUNY Cobelskill

Guest fly tyer - Richard Atkinson
Foam Cricket, Hopper, and Beetle

Upcoming Events

Tuesdays - Fly TyerÕs Guild, Cicotti Ctr. in Colonie - 6:30pm
Wednesdays - Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park - Halfmoon Amb. Corps.
March 19-21 - Northeast Great Outdoors Show, Empire State Plaza, Albany
April 21 - Streamside Safety with Tom Passarelli
 

The BACKLASH - Is the official publication of the Capital District Fly Fishers Inc. and is published 
monthly from September through May, with summer editions as needed.  

Submissions for publication must be in the editor’s hands two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled monthly 
meeting.

Capital District Fly Fishers
C/O Rodney Priddle
1Angle Lane
Mechanicville, NY 12118
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