
President’s Message

 Here it is, a few days before Christmas and IÕm sitting here thinking about what to write. The 
Holiday Party was a success, it seemed that everyone that attended enjoyed it. My thanks go to Lou, 
Walt and Rodney for their efforts, a job very well done. I would also like to thank everyone that donated 
items for the raffles. This is what makes the festivities great. 

 I look back upon the last year at what we have accomplished and I am very proud to be a 
member of CDFF and also the President of the Club. We are accomplishing a lot and being recognized 
for our efforts in the things we do like Take a Vet Fishing, the Project Access and Casting for Recovery. 
The support you, as members, give to these projects makes a difference. I hope that in the coming year 
we will be able continue what we have started and I know we can. 

 Now itÕs time to ask for help. We will be looking for volunteers for The Great Outdoor Show, 
Saratoga County Fair; Take a Vet Fishing, on the water meetings, Tying Class (starts January 13th), 
Casting Clinic and much more. For the tying classes we are looking for floor walkers, if youÕre 
interested please contact me. Signup sheets for the different events will be at the meeting. We are also 
looking for help with some of the mundane behind the scenes thankless jobs such as someone to deal 
with the media to announce our events or to help with conservation and so on. We cannot do it all 
ourselves, many hands make light work they say. As a club of members we are looking for suggestions 
for what you want to see or hear about at our meetings or a project you might want to get involved in so 
let us know.

            To the tiers of the club we need flies for Casting for Recovery, and the Outdoor Show raffle. 
 
See you at the meeting Wednesday January 20th.

Paul Sinicki
President

January Meeting
VFW Post 8692, January 20th

140 VFW Drive (off New Karner Road)

Guest Speaker: Local Friends from NYSDEC

Come out for some Q& A with a local DEC Officer

Guest Tyer: Bill Donato
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The Club Needs You!!!
 The Executive Board realized recently that we need some help.  Given the wide variety 
of people and backgrounds out there, some one would have some familiarity with these areas:

Conservation - Any experience with conservation projects? How about dealing with other 
groups like Trout Unlimited or Sierra Club?  Care to share your expertise with others?

Public Relations - Any past experience with the news media?  Ever pass along events to 
the ÒCommunity CalendarÓ or kick school sports scores to the Sports Desk at the local 
newspapers?  We could sure use you... 

 If this sounds like you, wonÕt you please make yourself known to the Board.  We all in 
the Club would like to see it not just exist, but grow and accomplish goals in the community.  If 
these areas sound like something you have done, or would like to do, please let us on the 
Board know.
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CDFF OFFICERS ~ 2010

President…..Paul Sinicki…...........885-8257
Flyfloat@nycap.rr.com

Vice Pres.....John J Prokorym.......869-7563
jjpflytyer@yahoo.com

Secretary…....Eric Kroth…………..439-8973
ekroth@nycap.rr.com

Treasurer….....Rod Priddle...........664-3509
RPriddle@nycap.rr.com

Education Dir.….Lou Bruno………237-4636
                 loubruno@nycap.rr.com

Gillie…............Bill Roberts……….237-2176
bilgail@yahoo.com

Editor………..Eric Kroth…………..439-8973
ekroth@nycap.rr.com

Membership......vacant

Visit our Web Page at:
http://www.cdflyfishers.org

CDFF Conservationist

Battenkill Watershed
     John Prokorym  869-7563       
 jjpflytyer@yahoo.com

West Canada & Brascan Power Group
     John McCauley Jr.  273-6967
 fiannacon@aol.com

Kayaderosseras 
     Ralph Karcher   883-8004
 ralphk@citlink.net

Federation of Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 1688, 
Livingston, MT 59047 

phone: (406) 222-9369
fax: (406) 222-5823

Click here to
go to the FFF Web Page
Click here to Email FFF.
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Memberships are always accepted!!! - Know anyone who might be interested in what we 
offer?  DonÕt keep us a secret!  Look on the web page for the Membership Application, or just 
click here -http://www.cdflyfishers.org/files/membershipapplication.pdf.

Don’t forget, folks - your memberships have expired, unless you renewed.  Look for a 
renewal form on the website.

Turn In Polluters and Poachers - Report environmental crimes to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation24 hour dispatch at 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332) or by 

e-mail to R5dsptch@gw.dec.state.ny.us
 

Thanks for donating to the CDFF 2009 Holiday Party!

John Prokorym - Fly rod, ÒBig FishÓ flies Bill Corrigan - Leatherman & gadget
Ed Andrejko - Picnic Basket, C & F fly box w/flies, Kreel Larry Hesel - Dry flies
Eric & Maria Kroth - Salmon Run Wines Paul & June Sinicki - Coffee & Chocolate Basket
Lou Bruno - Cigar Humidor set Tom Passarelli - Fillet Knife
Ron Dingman - Framed Print, Table Runners  Steve Van Sickle - Game Bird Prints
GoldstockÕs Sporting Goods - ÒCabin Fever WeekendÓ flies
Walt Susko - Fly Box w/ Flies the JohnsonÕs - Bracelet
Richard Atkinson - ÒTaking a BreakÓ print, Fly Tying display, foam terrestrials, Xmas ornaments
Bill Donato - Wine, fly line, Spey fly display Bill and Rich - Boat and flies display
CDFF - Grab bag (hat, patch, pants), Ross Evolution fly reel

 More Help Needed!!!

 There are always areas that we need help here in your club.  HereÕs just a few:

¥ Video Library Custodian - Bill Roberts would like to hand off the CDFF Video Library to 
another member.  The good news is that we are accumulating more DVDÕs than tapes.

• Guest Fly Tyer - Care to show us your stuff at an upcoming meeting?  Got a new variaiton to 
an exising pattern?  You could be a Featured Fly Tyer at a Monthly Meeting.

• On the Water Meetings - ItÕs getting on that time, again.  Got a good meeting place that you 
are willing to share?  Let the Board know; weÕd love to hear of new fishing spots in the area.
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Coming Events -

Executive Board Meeting - The next E-Board meeting will be February 8th (Monday) at the 
76 Diner, Rt. 9 Latham.  Help steer the club.

Fly Tyer’s Guild - Will once again meet on Tuesday evenings through the end of March.  Start 
times are 6:30pm.  Again this year, we meet at the Rudy A. Cicotti Center, on Aviation Drive in 
Colonie.

Fly Tying Class - They are under way at 7:00 pm at the Clifton Park & Halfmoon Ambulance 
Corps, 15 Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park.  The roster of instructors has come together, but we can 
always use floor walkers to help out where needed. See Paul or Rodney for more info.

New Promotion Opportunities -

 Some folks have been working on ways for the club and its members to be a bit more 
visible.  To that end, Rodney Priddle has done a lot of leg work on a couple of ways to promote 
the club.

1) We now have some Business Cards to pass out.  Ever have someone want to find out more 
about fly fishing?  Now, you can hand them a card with the club website and other useful 
information.  These will be available at the meetings.

2) We will also be able to have embroidered shirts.  Rodney has set up a deal with an outfit in 
Ballston Lake to embroider CDFF show shirts.  Rather than asking members to buy shirts, 
they will provide their own and just pay the embroidery fee.
¥ They will embroider the CDFF logo on the front of the shirt (the same one used on our 

hats).
¥ They will embroider the words Capital District Fly Fishers on the back of the shirt.
¥ They can add your first name over the opposite pocket on the front of the shirt if desired.
¥ The cost is $16.00 for the first 2 items, and $6.00 additional for the name.  Rod will act as 

the go-between with the embroidery co.
¥ Contact Rodney @ 664-3509 or rpriddle@nycap.rr.com

 
Don’t forget to check out your Webpage!

The new Calendar has Monthly and E-Board Meetings, as well as other events scheduled for 
your convenience.

You can find posters and registration info for upcoming programs, like the Fly Tying Classes 
and Casting Clinic.  Let people know weÕre here, they might come out...
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Coming Events
Northeast Great Outdoors Show - March 19 - 21 at the Empire State Plaza in Albany, NY.  
You know that we need volunteers for fly tying demonstrations, casting demo and instruction, 
and helping others tie their first fly.  Contact Paul or Rodney for more info or to sign up.

Casting Clinic - Coming in May.  We always need helpers to show someone how to use the 
Òlong stickÓ.  DonÕt worry - you know more than they do, and you might realize something about 
your own casting.

Marla Blair Guide Trip Raffle
We are holding a raffle for a guided trip with Marla Blair.  The trip will be a one-day outing on 
the Farmington River in Connecticut, including breakfast and lunch.  Marla will provide leaders 
and flies; the angler is responsible for obtaining a CT Fishing License.  Tickets will be $5 a 
piece or 5 for $20; the drawing will be April 1st.

- Book And DVD Reviews – 
Reviewed by Bruce E Harang

 Catskill - Style Dry Flies, by Mike Valla
Headwater Books, New Cumberland, PA, 2009
(Stackpole Books, Mechanicsburg, PA, 2009)
233 pages, hard bound, illustrated, color and B&W, suggested price $49.95
There is something magical and mythical about some portions of fly fishing and fly tying. The Catskills 
and the Catskill style dry flies are two of these. In America the history of trout fly fishing in the Catskill 
Rivers is the stuff of dreams and legends. For many in the fly fishing universe the Catskill style dry fly 
and tying them well is akin to the search for the Holy Grail. This lovely volume is the latest addition to 
the literature of the place, the flies, and the people that tied and tie them. It presents the tying instruction 
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Another Rod Raffle from Tom White

 Rod builder and restorer Tom White has generously 
donated another rod to the club.  The rod is a 7 foot - 2-piece 
Sevier 3/4-weight.  Tickets are available at meetings - $2 per 
ticket, or 3 for $5.  The winning ticket will be drawn at the April 
Meeting.



for the various types of dry flies falling within the Catskill style of course. Just as importantly, it presents 
another historical transcript of the tyers, and their contributions to these mythical rivers, the classic 
rough water dry fly style, and the materials and techniques developed to create the one to cast onto the 
other.
Another interesting feature of this book is that is written by a person that grew up from boyhood to 
manhood as an observer within the story. The author came of age along side of two of the most 
legendary Catskill fly tyers. Within these pages you will learn of fly tying, dry fly hackle improvement, 
pre-waxed thread, tools, and techniques that either were originated by, or were drastically improved by, 
the efforts of the Catskill dry fly tyers.

There is an Appendix covering the museums that are the major repositories of the history of the Catskills 
and its dry fly style. The second appendix is a very interesting collection of pattern variations as tied by 
some of the most famous Catskill fly tyers. The writing is well done and easy to read. The fly tying 
sequences are very well done. The layout, design, and editing of the book are top notch. Fly tyers and fly 
fishers both will love this book. A must have for everyone serious about the sport of fly fishing and the 
hobby of fly tying.

Tips For TBFFC – No.17
Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club Newsletter

ARE YOU A SLACKER?
Improve your casting.....eliminate slack! Start your pickup with the rod tip close to the water with the fly line 
in a straight line with the rod. Before your backcast unrolls completely, begin your forward cast. Waiting too 
long will unload the rod and slack will occur. Slack should never occur between your line hand and the 
stripping guide. Practice false casting while first watching the rod tip and then your hands.
Pat Damico

ALIGN YOUR RODS THE EASY WAY
After you assemble your fly rod, do you have to spend several minutes getting the guides lined up perfectly? 
Unless your rod has alignment dots, you probably twist each section a tad, and then sight down the rod to see 
if the guides are providing a perfect path for your fly line. Sometimes, if the sections are already fully pushed 
together, you risk distorting the guides while trying to make a small twisting adjustment. An easier way is to 
apply your own alignment dots to the rod sections. This is not difficult, and only has to be done once.

My method is to make two properly spaced small round holes in a short piece of plastic electricians tape 
using a leather punch. Then, having assembled and aligned the rod sections carefully by eye, I apply the 
punched tape straddling the joint on the side opposite the guides. I then apply a dab of paint or fingernail 
polish of contrasting color to the rod blank at each punched hole. After the paint dries, I strip off the tape and 
viola!...the problem is solved. If I am off a bit, I just remove the bad dots with a bit of solvent and redo the 
job. Usually, though, that is not necessary.

 It pays to make sure that the rod surfaces are cleaned carefully, so the paint will adhere permanently.
 I have used white and silver paint from automobile touchup pens, available at hardware or automobile 
part stores, but any paint that will adhere to the rod surfaces should work.
 Be sure to put the tape down firmly so there are no air gaps near the punched holes.
 Also, be aware that the tape adhesive can be attacked by solvents in the paint, so use only enough paint to 
do the job, or use a water-based paint that is not water sensitive after drying. A little experimentation will get 
you going, and you probably already have the necessary stuff at your workbench or in the garage.
Dick Miekka

CDFF Backlash - January 2010



Upcoming Events Calendar…
January 15-17, 
2010

Fly Fishing Show, Royal Plaza, Marlborogh, MA
www.flyfishingshow.com

Jan 19, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
January 20
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
NYS DEC Conservation Officer - TBA
Fly Tyer - Bill Donato

January 22-24, 
2010

Fly Fishing Show, Garden State Convention Ctr., Somerset, NJ
www.flyfishingshow.com

Jan 26, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
January 27
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Streamers

Feb 2, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
February 3
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Nymphs

Feb 9, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
February 10
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Wet Flies

Feb 16, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
February 17
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
NYS DEC Conservation Officer - TBA
Fly Tyer - Bill Donato

Feb 23, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
February 24
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Dry Flies

Mar 2, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 3
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Terrestrials

Mar 9, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 10
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Terrestrials

Mar 16, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 17
Wednesday
18:30 FTC
19:00 Meeting

VFW Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie
Swap Meet - Got something to trade - Looking for something?
Fly Tyer - TBA

March 19-21 Northeast Great Outdoors Show - Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY
Come out and support the Club - Tie a fly, help someone else do one!

Mar 23, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie
March 24
19:00 Wednesday

Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park & Halfmoon Amb. Corps, 
15Crossing Blvd. Clifton Park - Deer Hair Spinning

Mar 30, 2010 Fly Tyer’s Guild - Cicotti Ctr. Colonie - LAST CALL FOR 2010
April 1, 2010
Thursday

Opening Day - Trout
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January Meeting
VFW Post 8692, January 20th

140 VFW Drive (off New Karner Road)

Holiday Banquet

Guest Speaker - Marla Blair
Chinese Auction, Rod Raffle, and more...

Upcoming Events

Tuesdays - Fly TyerÕs Guild, Cicotti Ctr. in Colonie - 6:30pm
Wednesdays - Fly Tying Class, Clifton Park - Halfmoon Amb. Corps.
February 8 - Executive Board Meeting, 76 Diner, Latham
February  17 - NYS DEC Conservation Officer, TBA
 

The BACKLASH - Is the official publication of the Capital District Fly Fishers Inc. and is published 
monthly from September through May, with summer editions as needed.  

Submissions for publication must be in the editorÕs hands two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled monthly 
meeting.

Capital District Fly Fishers
C/O Rodney Priddle
1Angle Lane
Mechanicville, NY 12118
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