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Installing guides on rod blanks
Brad Sargent

We were presented a couple of methods to hold the guides on our rod blanks during the rod building class presented by Paul Sinicki.  The standard method seems to be to use a piece of masking tape cut into small strips.  The tape is somewhat difficult to get in place and reposition.  The strips must also be quite thin.  Paul provided the class with copper wire that we could wrap around the rod and guide.  I had difficulty getting the wire tight enough to hold without moving.  If I twisted it too tight it would break.  At some point I thought of using a rubber band.  I was probably in the shower at the time as this is when I get my best ideas.  Anyhow, I found this to be an effective technique.  A large rubber band (the kind that comes around a stalk of broccoli) works well because they can be stretched tight without breaking.  I cut the rubber band in half lengthwise and then into pieces about an inch long or so.  You then wrap the rubber band around the blank near the spot where the guide is to be installed and tie a simple knot and cinch it tight.  The food of the guide can easily be slid under the rubber band and moved into the proper position.  The rubber band can be moved around the rod and along the length of the rod fairly easily.  I would position the knot so that it would be on the opposite side of the rod blank than the guide.  This seemed to hold the guide’s position a little better because it was being held by the flat part of the rubber band.
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The photo illustrates the trick (using a pen not my rod blank).

