Tying Notes

Essential Tying Guidelines
1. Always wrap thread or anything else (unless otherwise instructed) away from you over the hook, and toward you beneath the hook.

2. While wrapping thread or materials, remember to dodge the hook’s sharp point.

3. Try to maintain constant thread tension throughout the tying of a fly (except for those special procedures that require momentary slack), because even a split second of slack at a critical point can leave a fly hopelessly loose and fragile.

4. Most hooks (especially light-wire dry-fly hooks and long-shank streamer hooks) are flexible and will need added support occasionally – just grasp the hook and hold it firmly as needed.

5. If your thread breaks, simply clamp your hackle pliers onto the loose end, let them hang, start the thread again, wrap back over the old thread end, trim both the old and new thread ends, and continue tying as usual.

6. Unless you need extra free thread for a specific procedure, try to keep the bobbin near the fly-a long stretch of thread between hook and bobbin is terribly inefficient and seems always in the way.

7. Your vise can function as a steady rest, especially when using your scissors; lean your hand, or just one or two fingers, against your vice, or steady one hand against the vise and the other hand against that hand.

8. A properly adjusted bobbin is generally pretty tight – sometimes it is best to adjust the amount of thread between bobbin and hook by holding the bobbin in one hand and rotating the thread spool with the other. 

9. Wrapping something “forward” means toward the hook’s eye, and “back” or “rearward” means toward the hook’s bend.  When we refer to the “front” of the front of a hook or fly, we mean the end with the hook’s eye; when we refer to the “rear” we are talking about the end where the bend begins, from which the tail often projects.  Just like a horse, with the eyes in the front and tail in the rear.

10. If we tell you to tie in something at, or wrap back to, the “bend,” I am referring to the place at the rear of the hook’s straight shank meets the first curve of its bend.

11. Unless otherwise noted, instructions will be for the right-handed.  Left handed will have to make the necessary adjustments, a skill they are generally most adept at in a right-handed world.

Review


Tying on


Half Hitch (by hand and tool)


Whip Finnish (by hand and tool)

While you can tie on anywhere, you must leave room to finish (put a head on) your fly


Rule of thumb on this one is to leave space at front of hook as long as the eye is wide.


It is ok to tie off in this are, but that is the extent of materials allowed there. 

Hook terminology

Concentrate on type (wet, dry, nymph, streamer or scud)


Then on length (regular, 1XL, 2XL etc.)


Don’t get hung up on memorizing hook numbers (Mustad 3906B, that will come in time)

Proportions – 
General guide (but not hard fast rule)



Based on normal bug sizes & proportions – 




In nature, there are many exceptions to the norm – experiment

